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In striking contrast was the enthusiastic answer that
came back from Lilburne's army in the north. Years
afterwards, in a similar crisis, Monk's acquiescence was
thrown in his teeth. "I shall answer you that," he
wrote. "It was never in my conscience to go out of
God's way under the pretence of doing God's work \ and
you know the variety of times doth much vary the
nature of affairs, and what might then patiently be
submitted unto, we being engaged with a foreign enemy
in a bloody war, cannot be drawn into a precedent at
this time after our repentance."

Loyally Monk went on to discharge his country's
trust. At the end of April, despairing of their proper
equipment, the two generals put to sea and joined Vice-
Admiral Penn off Arundel. Together they sailed to
the Scotch coast with a fleet of about a hundred sail,
and till the end of May cruised in the North Sea from
Aberdeen to Yarmouth watching for Tromp and waiting
for Blake's squadron to join. On the 30th1 the Dutch,
slightly outnumbering them, were sighted, and three
days later, early in the morning, the two fleets met.

Monk and Deane were together on board the Reso-
lution, and seem to have attacked line ahead. The
wind was light and variable from north-north-west to
north-east, and the port division under Lawson, Jordan,
and Goodson came into action some time before the rest.
The three flagships pierced the line of De Enyter's
division, but as their squadron refused to follow, and
Tromp bore down with his whole division to De Euyter's
assistance, for a time they had to engage against over-

1 Or June 1st.    See for this and all the movements at this time
Jordan's Log of the Vanguard, printed in Penn's Life of Penn.ly superior force and ministers hands, In view of
